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{ Received yours .In which 
| upon the ſudden death and 
Z abruption of your dear-Lady, 

having walted her ſilent hours 
in penſive ſighs, and moiſtned her fune- 
ral Cyprefſe with a ſhower of tears ; 
you haye now converted che Griefs into 
Patience and a noble Charity, and made 
your ſorrows the Scene of Divine 5pe- 
culations, concerning the memory of 
your dead Saint: And,admitting her into 
your retired thoughts ſuch as ſhe deſired 
to be, that is, amiable and pleaſant, Not 
to diſcompoſe the quiet ſerenity of your 
mind by any afflitive circumttance, - bur 
tO aominiſter a lenitive to your fadnels, 
. and eleyate and advance your joyes 3 

To this end, you haye propounded 
theſe following Queſtions: To which out 
of a due ſenſe of gratitude and of that 
ſervice and obedience I owe you, I firall 
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(2) 
not detraQt to give you the beſt Solu, 
tion I can, 

I. Whether the Soul, when ſcparated 
from this terreftrial body, sleeps till the 
general Reſurrection, 

2. Whether , #pon the quitting this 
body, ſhe be immeatately carryed ether to 
Heaven or Hell? 

3. Why Separate Souls av. ſeldome ap- 
pear * 

4. whether #t be not lawful to pray for 
our repartid Relatives ? or, whether the 
duties and obligations of friendſhip are 
extint by thitr death ? 

That thcre is in us a Principle of life 
and motion wholly independent upon 
matter, and which by an intrinfick vir- 
tue aftuates this ſtupid and heavy body 
we. carry about us; I think, there are 
few ſo groſs and ſenſual as todeny: At 
leaſt,if there be any ſuch, I ſhall notnow 
concern my lelfe with them , bur take 
into conſideration that odd Hypotheſis 
which ſome have fallen upon , who 
fancy the ſoul ( though diſtin from the 
body) to fall into ſuch a profound {leep, 
as ncver to be awakencd. but by that 
fhril-founding Trump which ſhall eccho 
throuzh the arched roof of Heaven, and 
rouz the dead from the ſilence of theic 
dor. 


(3) 

dormitories,to appear before the juſt tri- | 

bunal of the Son of God, Which if ex- 

amined to the bottom will prove little | 

leſs than a piece of Epicuriſm and a | 
| 
[ 
| 
' 
| 


branch of new=-modell'd Arheitm , to 
exclude and baniſh all hopes of a future 
reward in thoſe immortal regions of 
love and joy out of the minds and ſpirits 
of men, Ir will be neceſſary as well for 
the promoting of righteouſneſs and holi- 
neſs, asthe diſcouraging vice and impi- 


ety , to ſhew the lubricous and brittle 
foundation upon which this doftine is 
builr. 
In order to which, we may conſider Argum.z. 'f 
the Soul of man as a ſpiritual Effence ca- | 
| pable of ating and ſubliſting / if God ſo | 
pleaſe ) after ſhe is diſengaged from this ut; 
weight of dull mortality, to which by if 
a vital harmony and eſſential congruity 
ſhe became at firſt united. Which hap» 
py Craſis being worn out by the length 
of time , or diſcompoſed through the 
violence of a diſeaſe, or ſome other diſ- 
ordered motions in the body, that (weet 
Tye is preſently diflolved and broken , 
and the Soul, freed from her terreſtrial pri- 
ſon, becomes a denizon of another 
world, For, what cords or ſprings can 
retard a ſpirg 2 Or what walls can de- 
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(4) 
tain and impriſon ſo ſubtil and penetra- 
tive a Being as the Soul of man? For,that 
the Soul at any time (ſeparates from the 
body, is not from her own actual will, 
but from the. vitiated temperament of 
the body ſhe is united with, which by 
harſh and uneven motions becomes ve. 
ry unpleaſant and diſharmonious to her 
inward ſenſe or plaſtick life, ſothar,be- 
ing once looſened from the body ſhe 
regains a vital energie or power far 
more vigorous than before, and attains 
roa clearer perception of things than 
when cloyſired within theſe walls of 
flcſh. No law of Fate or Immutability, 
can ſtop her flight from the inſenſate 
Corps which is no longer in a capacity 
of cntertaining it's departing Gueſt, So 
then, this {lcep of the ſoul mult be reſol. 
ved into the cefſation.of her operations 
upon her diſunion with the body : For, 
Death, ſav thev , quite oblirerates and 
wipes off all thole various phantaſms 
with which the mind was ſtored here 
below: which being excited and ſtirred 
up in her by the preſence of their ſeveral 
objets, now that ſhe is diſpread and 
fallen back,as it were,into that univerſal 
Life , can never re-enter her knowledg, 
nor can ſhe be conſcious of, 0ught, but 
muſt 
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(5) 
muſt lye thus ſenſelefle for ever, unleſs 
that benign Spirit which firſt brought 
her into Being, awaken her from this 
mortal Sleep. 

Bur he that ſhall conſider thoſe ſeve. 
ral powers and faculties the great Creca- 
tor of the World who made all things 
well, beſtowed upon the Soul of man ; 
and how orderly in their due time and 
place they awaken into a&, will be 
forced to confeſs, that Infinite Wiſ: 
dome has ſo happily contrived it, that 
ſhe ſhall never want proportionate in- 
{truments of ation, whatſoever ſtate 
the various revolutions of an unerting 
Providence ſhall place her in. Thoſe 
clear eyes of Heaven and divine Omni. 
ſcience foreſceing all the poſlible fates of 
men, beheld them not only as being 
inhabitants of this terreſtrial World, bur 
as thoſe that were not farr remoyed 
from the confines of cternity, and ca- 
pable of dwelling in that Kingdome of 
light and glory which no mortal eye can 
behold and live, and to this end, endu- 
ed them with ſuch powers as ſhould 
make them happy both in the enjoy- 
ment of them(ſclves and God, in that 
condition of Being wherein they arc. 
While we are here in this Region of 
muta- 
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(6) 
mutability , we are in a ſtate of baniſh 
ment from our native home, and the 
life of the body grown fo powerful and 
vigorous that the gentle couches and 
ſoft vibrations of our more divine part 
are ſcarce perceptible within us: Thoſe 
fata! Inclinations which at firſt pent up 
our ſpirits which lay wide as the World, 
embracing the Creation in an extenſive 
love, and ſunk them down to a bound- 
leſs indulgence and regard of ſenſe and 
corporal pleaſures, are now moſt lively 
and ative, and the more near approach- 


es we make to this muddy life, themore }* 


groſs and feculent are the apprehenſions 
and Idea's of our minds. The ſcorching 
flamesof Envy and degenerate Malice 
dry up the gentle dews of heaven that 
enlarge and widen the ſoul with a divine 
fertility z the vile and impure motions 
of Luſt bemire the internal beauty of 
this Daughter of hcaven; and every cai- 
tive affeftion captivates her to a ncW in- 
vented pleaſure, and a further defleQi- 
on from her Original and Primitive 
good. This is the loweſt degree of life 


that is ſeated in the Soul of man , 


this is that pleaſing Magick which be. 
witches and enchants the Mind with 
thele poor and contemptible Goods : 
: Thus 
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Thus 44am loſt his Paradiſe by 1iſt- 


ning to the charming voice of his new 
eſpouſed Bride; and thus we fell with 
him, and became mancipated and en> 
{layed to the body; and that eternal Fire 
which was firſt kindled from heaven , 
ſenſibly decayed and vaniſhed, and dark- 
neſs took away the light of the day and 
hid the beams of truth and righteouſneſs 
from out eyes, leaving us wandring in 
a night of error, without any guide, 
ſaye that now and then a ray of glory 
pierced through thoſe clammy miſts, 


JF and lcfr an impreſſion upon us ſufficicnt 


to Ict us know thart it ſprang from an 
heavenly ſource and fountain. But when 
the edge of this luxuciant principle ſhall 
be taken off, and men dye to theirgroſſer 
bodies , another and farr more ample 
degrec of life ſhall awake in the Soul. 
For,there being in the !pirit of man ſuch 
a gradual ſubordination of faculties and 
all ſo cloſely connected to their indiſcer. 
pible head and center, 'tis very natural 
ro conceive, that, upon che extinQion or 
ceſſation of a lower power, amore ex- 
rended and enlarged Capacity ſhould 
ariſe and ſpring up in its room. Thus, 
Death being nothing but a AT 1” 
; O 
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(8) 
of ſome inferiour faculties, will be ſo 
iarr from drawing over the whole man 
rhis benumming drouſineſs, that it will 
bring into play thoſe hidden powers, 
which like ſome keysin muſick lay dead 
and filenr, till ſtruck by the careful hand 
of Nature to kcep up thar Vniverſal 
Harmony which the Eternal Mind 
wrought in the eſſential contexture of 
tne Creation, All the powers of the 
50ul do not operate at once with an e. 
qual degree of intenſeneſs and vigour, 
bur,as the dull and heavy life of ſcnle and 
corporeity is emacerated by repeated 
acts of mortification, and made ſequaci- 
ous and obedient to the difates of the 
incellefual man, ſo the mind and divine 
life becomes more ſubtil and abſtrated 
irom matter, aſſimilating its ſelf to that 
Holy One whoſe perfe&ion it is, to be 
wholly Þiritual and immatrcrial. And 
weour ielves plainly perceive,that when 
the mind is bent and fully carried out 
upon the contemplation of an obje&,the 
external Senſe is very much debilitated 
and abated, ſo that the Vibrations of 
cOrporeal motion upon the Organs both 
of fight and hearing are for a time ſuſ- 
pended andunconcerned, which plainly 
inferrs that the Soul cannot attend to 
two 


(9) 
two diſtin powers at the ſame time in 
their higheſt aCtings and capacities, but 
that, as the opcrations of the one are 
brought low and decreaſe, ſo the other 
are invigoratcd and augmented. And who 
can rationally averr that the aCtingsof the 
foul ſhall ceaſe when diveſted of theſe 
garments of mortality,ſince that there is a 
gradual declenſion & derivation of all her 
powers from the perceptive part or firſt 
and primary ſubſtance of ſuch an efſen- 
tially-incorporate Spirit as the ſoul of 
man ? For, the higher like contains and 


' (includes the lower, and (till as we aſcend 


upward life is more large and compleat 
till we arivc at the higheſt of all: which 
whoever hath throughly awakened , is 
inſtalled in the greateſt Happincſs, hu- 


mane nature is capable of; fiying beyond 


the regions of death and diſlolution, and 
ſeated above the reach of cnyvy and ma- 
lice, in the great diffuſions and commu- 
nications of heavens glory and beatitude. 
All life is not deſtroyed at once, nor can 
the power of death and the grave exceed 
the diflotution of the Souls vital con- 
gruity of actuating a terreſtrial body : 
wharever looks beyond this, remains 
fafe and ſecure as the faws of heaven; ſo 


that we need not fear, an eternal oblivion 
ſhould 
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ſhould creep upon us,or that we ſhould 


flide out of being when we ceaſeto conf" 


verſe with men, and haye our Aſhes 
crowded into their narrow urns. To 
carry on this Argument a little further, 
and to pleaſure and gratifie our fancies : 
we may conceive the Soul of man to be 
a Circle whoſe Center is that noble and 
divine part full of eſſential Intelle& and 
perception ; the Area, thoſe exterior 
branches or eſſential emanations from 
the firſt central power and aGtivity , 
which deſcend ««# wn9mv by abatement 
from the Primary ſubſtance, the will and 
Reaſon being the neareſt the ſource of 
life and vigour, the Imagination a de- 
gree lower, from whence we go down 
to the Senſes which take cogniſance of 
external objeAs and make a true and 
faithful repreſentation of them in the 
ſeat of perception: and ſtill the further 
they are removed from their origin and 
Spring, the more ſtraitned and confined 
they grow till they arrive to thePeriphe- 
ry wihch is the Plaſtick and deepeſt or 
loweſt power, and the moſt narrow and 
contracted of all: Thus we ſee how all 
the powers of the ſoul lye in a natural 
graduality and ſubordination to the eye 


and Center of this little World, which 
like 
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(1t) 
like the Sun, the bright Eye and Center 


'J of the world, fills the whole Aire with 


rayes of light, to its utmoſt confines and 
. Having thus illuſtrated 
the Nature and Powers of the Soul, it's 
calie to imagine ( ſhe not being an inde- 
pendent, homogeneal Maſs like alump of 
matter, but one part the gradual relult 
and efflux of the other ) that ſome vital 
congruity may be layed aſleep , and 
Death may cauſe a ceflation of che aGt- 
ings of ſome faculties, without the total 
conſopition of the Soul, 


The Moral ſtate and condition of the Argum 


ſoul after death is ſuch, as to every con- 
ſiderative and ingenuous Spirit will give 
ſufficient ſecurity againſt thoſe irratio- 
nal fears of her Sleep and ſeanleleſneſs 
when ſhe has left the body, 

Though men here ſtrayed from God 
the fountain of their bliſs and happinels, 
and defaced the beautitul Image of their 
Creator by a vigorous proſecution of the 
exorbitant motions and pleaſures of 
ſenſe, yet heregards and careth forthem, 
remembers that his own good hands 
firſt gaye them being, and pities the un- 
happy miſcarriage of ſo noble apart of 
his Creation, And therefore, asa tender 
Mother ſhoyes off her prety infant how 

et 


(12) 
her that it may retura again with freſh 
and more ardent embraces :; ſo God the 
benign Father of Spirits is pleaſed foraſſ N 
while to baniſh his own dear OffepringY oz 
into this region of mortality,that he may ÞÞ in 
more endear them to himlelf,and chhance Þ et 
| the price of hcavenly joy, by begettinginſÞ & 
them an impatient delire and breathing | wn 
after it. And co this end that All-compre- | b 
| henſive Wiſdome which made all things Þ c: 
well, and ficted the capacities of his | $ 
Creatures to thoſe ſeverall itates they | d 
were to run through, hath cloathed the. | c 
ſouls of men with coats of skins, and | { 
made them inhabitants of the Earth ; nor 


r 
that they ſhould make the Paternal }} £ 
| bounty and indulgence of God an occa- 7 
ſion of ariotous licentioulnel(s, and take c 
l heart from his kindneſs to be rhe more 5 
| vitious, but to curb their lawleſs wills, | 


and reſtrain their irregular appetites, || ; 
I, refine-and purihe their minds and Spirits 
rO a high degrec of Generoficy, Sobricty | 
and Goodneſs : For, in this life it is that 
men lay the Trains and Seeds of their 
future happineſs or miſery, and that jult , 
Nemeſis, which paſſes through the unt«+ 
verſe, and intereſſes it ſelf peculiarly in 
the affairs of raticnal Agents, will-incvi- 
tably (cize on the Soul when departed 
from 


(13) 
from her decayed tenement, and con- 
vey herto thatplace and fociety which 
the reQirude or obliquity of her moral 
Nature hath fitted her for. There are two 
oppofite Principles or contrary Natures 
in the World, between which there is an 
eternall and irreconcilable Feud, viz.Sin 
& Righteouſneſs; to one of which cycry 
man ioyns himſelf, and becomes a mems- 
ber of aſociety or body Politick; and 
Carries On #i&«» roar an immortal watrr, 
Sin is nothing but a defleQion from the 
divine Nature, a tranſpoſition or undue 
connexion and diſ-harmonious union of 
ſome principles in the Creation, which 
raiſes a perturbation and diſorder in the 
Soul of man, and, when confirmed by 
repeated aQts, becomes a habit, and in- 
craſsates & obnubilates the mind,crowd- 
ing lt into narrownels and ſervility;. But 
righteouſne's isa concord or agreement 
and ſuitableneſs with thoſe living laws 
impreſsed upon every-moral agent, when 
the Soul as adequately and conforma- 
bly tothoſc innate notions of truth and 
holineſs, and this enlarges and ets free 
the Spirir of man from Tyranny and fla- 
very. And hence it comes topals that the 
ations of men are not asthe tranſient 
efteAs of neceſsary cauſes, asa ſtone to 
NO $44} fall 


(14) 
fall downwards; bur, being the reſults 
of ſpontaneous principles have a moral 
influence of good or eyil upon their 
future ſtates and conditions : For, men 
arrive not to the utmoſt degrees and 
completion of goodneſs or iniquity in 
a moment; but, as in Naturals, {o like- 
wiſc Morals there is a latitude required; 
and things aſcend gradually to their 
perfettions: and coniequently the wick- 
ed or righteous NaturereſpeQively dis- 
preads it {clt and incorporates and con- 
joyns the Soul cither with Hell or 
Heaven in this life, For Hell in a moral 
ſenſe is nothing but an Orbe of ſin and 
unrighteouſneſs,a tate of pentry & anx- 
iety , and ſucks in and draws; as it were 
with hidden cords and ſtrings,cyery thing 
that is like to it ſel;,o that evetywicked 
man truly catries the beginnings of Hell 

and mi ery within hisbreaſt; and to this 
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yeret, uni © eulis Puoing TL Lo G mdgpd, 
s exo. The Spirit iSfaid to bein Hades 
becanſ(e it partakes of the dark nature 
and void of |ght, But Aeavyen is the 


region of (erenity and quiet, a ſtate of ' 


righteou ne's, peace and joy, and takes 
hola of eyery thing congencrous to its 
| own 
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(15) 
own Nature, elcyating and winding the 
ſpirits of men off fron: their commerce 
with vice, and thc alluring objes of 
ſenſe, and transforming them iato it's 
own beaureous Image and pulchritade; 
and the further they recede from the 
Cuſpis of the love of wickedne(s and 
the unrighteous Natire the more libere 
ty they find ; and when once they are 
fo farr riſen that the utmoit projeions 
of this dark ſhadow cannot touch 
them, then are they arrived to an ctere 
nal and boundleſs freedom. 

Every man thercfore ſo fatally ad- 
joyning himſelf cither to Heaven or 
Hell in this lite , it will inevicably fall 
to his ſhare to be happy or milcrable 
when departed out of ii; which cannot 
be, excepr the Memory and Senſe of 
his paſt ations rerurn, upon his ieparati» 
on from the body : Aadthat it docs fo, 
is not only a probable but neceſſary 
conſequence from the Nature of the 
Soul: For, Memory being a radicated 
faculty of the Soul, 2nd having no 
greater dependance -upon the body than 
all other exertions and operations of 
the mind whatfoeyer , it will cemain 
ſafe arid entire , notwithſtanding the 
yYarious turnings ard transmurations Of 
| COPe 
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(16). 
corporeal principles : Indeed, were Mes 
mory,and thoſe other Facultics, which 
not without great rcaſon we attribute 
to a knowing and intelligent Principle, 
the ſolc cffets of the re-aRtion or tre. 
mulous motions of certain pieces of 
matter ſtriking upon each other; it were 
a neceſſary deduction from thence, that 
Death ſhould ſpoil their ſport and quite 
deface and obliterate whatever their 
nimble friskings and incertain agitations 
might repreſent unto us: but this is 
already fafficicntly demonſtrated to our 
hands, to be both frivolous and preca- 
rious by an excellent Perſon, who has 
diveſted Matter of all cogitative powers 
and properties. And if we well weigh 
the ſtate of the Soul after death, it 
will appear that Memory will then be 
more vivid and lively; and Conlcience, 
which is nothing but a reflexe a@ of 
Memory, more ſenfible and awakened: 
For the great cauſe of all our weak and 
imperfect aions in this life, is the ſtub- 
bornneſs and inobſequiouſneſs of matter 
to the powers of the Soul, whereby 
they become dull, languiſhing, and in- 
ative; but when death ſhall give us 
entrance into another W orld, and the 
Soul united to a more ductil and pliable 
vehicle, 


C17) 
yehicle , her operations will become 
more ſprightly, and the Memory bring 
into view many and diverſe things 
which , before it was not ableto com- 
mand; & the Conſcienceafflit or cheer 
according to her depertment in the 
former life. Neither is this any more 
than what we find already in the natures 
and cauſes of things: For, if Memory 
being loſt by the violence of a diſeaſe 
or ſome other extraordinary indiſpoliti- 
on of the body; yet returns and is re- 
gained upon the ceſſation and amotien 
of the diſtemper, and reduQtion of the 
ſpirits to their priſtine temperament : 
I ſee no reaſon, why it ſhould thus to- 
rally be deſpoiled by Death, there being 
oft-times a greater change and perturba« 
tion in ſome malignant diſeaſes, than 
we ſee happen to ſound and healthy 

crions, whom the caſualties of Warr 
or other ſudden Fate hath brought to 
an untimely end. This only difference 
is aſſigned ( which yet when ſeyerely 
examined carries no great moment with 
it) that when Nature or Art hath expel- 


| led the morbifick matter, and reſtored 


the body to a healthfull vigour , and 
the ſpirits, depurated and reQtified from 
their vitiolity, become accommodate 
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(18) 
inſtruments for the operations of the 
Soul, her vital union with matter con- 
tinues , which in Death ( ſay they) 1s 
zotally lolt and diffolyed ; and how the 
Soul unbared from all commerce with 
matcer can be capable of ating, ſeems 
utterly unintelligible : Whether there- 
fore the Soul does,or does not a@ with- 
out the help of matter, when her gar- 
ments of mortality are laid aſide, is 
not my preleat purpoſe to diſcuſs : Only 
I ſhall caſt in this by the way, that no 
man can be demonſtratively certain that 
the Soul cannot at without the afſfi- 
ſtance of mitter, but if he remind him- 
ſelf of that intimare dependance the 
Soul hath upon matter in this life 
even in her ſublimeſt exerciſes, for I 
omit here the power of moving the 

' body, which is likewiſe performed by 
the motion of matter direted accor- 
ding to the will and pleaſure of the 
SOul ) as alſo her ſympathy with the 
mutations and alterations of the Air, 
whereby the mind becomes more ele- 
vate and ſcrene, or cloudy and dull,and 
thoſe intaite varietics likewiſe which , 
a man may oolerye in his own temper 
and confiicution, not to inſtance in any 
other but thole of an extraordinary joy 

| and 
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(19) 
and cheerfulneſs of ſpirit at ſometimes, 
and at others as great a penſiveneſs and 
melancholy , of which a man can give 
no account or reaſon from any external 
cauſe, but only from che puriticd and 
more ſubtle , or fulſome and groſs 
ſteams aſcending into the brain ; and 
withall conſider that the great Crown of 
our Faith and Paticrce , the happineſs 
and reward of glorificd Spirits, to pur- 
chaſe which for mankind the ever bleſſed 
Son of God left the ſacred manſions of 
Heaven, the boſome of bleſiedne's, and 
veiled his glory under the clouds of 
fleſh and blood , ſhall be an ethereall 
and heavenly body, which Plato calls 
eryordVs Ixus a4 reſplendent wehicle , and 
St. Part oope mrparix® a ſpiritual body: 
he, Ifay that attentively perpends this, 
that the inſtruments of the Souls ope- 
rations both in this life and the ncxt 
are Corporecal, will likewiſe think it 
probable,that ſhe is not wholly denuda- 
ted of Matter in the intermediate ſpace 
between death and the reſurreion, at 
what time ſhe ſhall be poſſeſſed of her 
long expeQed joy , and her vile body 
ſhall be transformed into the ſimilitude 
of the glorious body of the Son of 
God 
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God. Suppoſing then the Soul vitally 
united with matter after death, ſhe 
will both a, and alſo be capable of 
pleaſure or pain , which are the un- 
avoidable concomitants of her tran(- 
aCicns in this life; For, can we ima- 
gine that God will put a ſtop to the 
courſe of Nature, and alter that order 
and conſtitution of things which bears 
upon it the fignature and Image of his 
eternal Wiſdome ? Surely, it cannot 
be that he ſhould fruftrate the hopes 
and expcQations of men, when all 
things ſo favourably conſpire to give 
them an energetical and vital reception 
into the other World, And if God do 
not drench the Souls of men in this 
lake of oblivion and ſoporifcrouiſneſs 
{ which we have all the reaſon in the 
world to believe, and ought to be 
confident that he will not) they wil in- 
fallibly be inſtated, upon their dercliction 
of their earthly bodies, into a condition 
of happineſs or miſery, which will 
altogether take away that fanciful dream 
of their ſleep till the great day of judg- 
ment, For, although here the voice 
of Conſcience may be drowned by the 
clamours of Senſe , and thoſe many 
Diyerſions ariſing from the preſent 
ſtat? 
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Rate of affairs in this life; yet, when death 
ſhall draw aſide the curtain of mortality; 
and tho(e various objc&s, which ſo ofren 
preſented themſelves to our view, paſs 
away like a ſhadow, leaving nothing to 
the Soul but the valt proſpeQ of an e. 
ternal Tragedy; the conſcicnce will then 
awake, and pierce her with an extraor- 
dinary reſeatment and vexation : For, 
beſides that the Soul ſhall ſee all her wic- 
ked attempts and deſigns blaſted upon 
Earth , the memory of her name curſed 
and deteſted, and become throughly ap- 
prehenſive of the miſcarriage and iniqui- 
ty of her paſt life, and have a full and clear 
ſight of all her impious aQions, ſtript of 
their painted gloſs and varniſh, & in their 
proper colours and genuine circumſtan- 
ces; beſides this, I ſay, the Fame of her 
unrighteous demeanour will go before 
her into the other World, and quickly 
be diſpread over the ſecret regions and 
receptacles of Spirits, by thoſe vigilant 
ſpeQators, who take cognizance and 
give intelligence of humane affairs : 
which cannot but afflidt her even unto 
death, to ſec her ſelf abandon'd both of 

go0d Angels, and the ſpirits of jult and 

holy men, and confined to the ſociety 

of degencrate Fiends and Dzmons 
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reſerved to the julg ment of the great 
Day. And thele fiery ſtings and gripe. 
ings of conſcience ſhall rage perpetually, 
and, if we can imagine any intermiſſion, 
it will be but like the ſleeps of the 
wind in a ſtorm, or the broken fighs 
of a tempeſt, to recover its exhaulted 
ſpirits, and return with a greatcr impe- 
tyouſneſs and fury. But to take a view 
of thoſe good and holy perſous whom 
the Father of ſpirits has called out of 
this preſent life, who yct arc in as ſmall 
2 probability of being overtaken by this 
long night as the other, there wants 
not ſufficient eraployment to kecpthem 
yigilant and aQtive : For, whether it be 
that they dgight in converſe aad ſociety, 
they will find thoſe immenſe traits of 
ſpace, not empty defarts and wilder- 
zefſes , but repleniſhed with diverſe 
ſorts of Beings, ſome equal to, others 
more noble than themſelyes,. who all 
tudicuily cadeavour to promote and 
carry on that great and gcneral deſign 
of the ciffalion of the Life and Nature 
of God over the whole Creation; they 
may there likewiſe meet with many 
ot heir departed Friends and Relatives, 

with whom they may again renew 
:Qcic antient 1cazues of fricndfhip, and 
ater» 
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entertain an amicable correſpondence 
and familiarity : or, whether they be 
contemplative, and affc& a ſolitary re- 
tiredneſs and receſs from the reſt of 
the World, they may there call ro mind 
their almolt oblirerate Speculations, 
and pleaſe themſclyes in the cxertions 
of the innate 1dea's and notions of their 
minds , and raiſe within them a high 
ſenle of joy and dceleQtation in finding 
out many choiſe Theorems of Nature 
and Providence ; bcſides many other 
advantages which are not allowed or 
permitted to this ſtate : So that, there 
is no fcar the Soul ſhould ſleep or 
ceaſc from aQing, when looſened from 
this carthly body, 

The reſurreGion of the Sonne of Argum.,. 
God from the dead is lo palpable a 
pledge of the Soul's living and ating 
after death, that he mult commit 2 
rape upon his facultics, and do vio- 
lence to all his intellectual powers who 
willnot be convinced by it, For, that 
he ſhould by wicked hands be bereaved 
of his innocent life, and ſo throughly 
{lain that his malitious enemics the 
Jews never queſtion his death, and, 
which further confirms the truth of 
it , lye three dayes buried in the 
grave, 


(24) 
grave ; and afterwatd riſe again and 
exerciſe the proper funions of a 
living man, and that not for ſome ſmall 
and inconfiderable time, but converſing 
forty dayes with his Diſciples upon 
Earth to take away all cauſe and ſuſpi. 
cion of deluſion, and then aſcend in 
the ſight and preſence of his Diſciples 
and Friends to the comprehenſions of 
that Glory which not long before his 
death he prayed to his Father to glo- 
rify him withall ; this, I. fay, is a full 
and convictive Demonſtration even to 
outward ſenſe that that dull and le- 
thargick tupour ſhall never take away 
ſenſe and action from our Souls 
when they depart from their living 
graves and monuments of fleſh and 
blood. And as it was With him, fo 
ſhall ic be with us, in our order, mea- 
ſure, and proportion ; Chriſt our head 
lives, and is ſeated at the right hand 
of God in the higheſt glory and feli- 
City, (for he there makes interceſſion 
for his Church; ) and becauſe he lives, 
we his members ſhall live alio. He 
IS a living Yine, and all the members of 
his myſtical body are living branches not 
Only in a moral but natural and phyſical 
ſenſe 
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ſenſe : For, God is not the God of 
the dead, bur of the living : Tn «org 
Soon, for all live unto him. Now if the 
Souls of men fall into {o permancnt a 
ſleep, they are dead, or rather annihi- 
lated, ( for, not to be, and not to be 
conſcious of ones Being, are much 
one ) and their recuperation to life is 
to them as it were a new Creation ; 
neither know they why they are re- 
warded or puniſhed , becauſe Death 
and that Narcotick ſtate which imme- 
diatcly follows it / according to this 
cxtravagant Dream) waſhes away the 
memory of all paſt ations whatſoever, 


'To this we may adde the Apparition 


of Hoſes, and Elias, in their Celeſtial 
robes to our bleſſed Saviour at his 
Transfiguration upon Mount Tabor , 
when his Face ſhone like the Sun, and 
his rayment became pure and white 
as the light; and thoſe two divine Per: 
ſonages foretold the good eyents of 
his Death, and ſpake words of comfort 
to him under the conſideration of his 


| inglorieus and humble Paſſion ; which 


is an evident proof that the Souls of 
Moſes and Elias Yid not fleep when 


they left their Bodies, but that chey 
gu now 
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row live and a@ in the felicities of 
Jeſus, to whom in the dayes of his fleſh 
they brought relief and ſolace, And if 
it were otherwiſe, I do not ſec how 
the Apoltles affeftions could be car. 
ried out in !o yenement and longing 
a deſire to be freed from this Earthly 
body ( ſor ſo -wn@ z, e, Tabernacle , 
ſignifies, and is uſed wid. g, 15. and 
by Pythagoras in Hermippus ) and to be 
poſſeſicd of that Building of God, 
which he calls likewiſe 547/240 n i egrr, 
a houſe which is from heaven, that is, a 
heaycnly body, ( for 43a is the ſame 
with e-:-;,& both anſwer to the Hebrew 
ww» ; and (o St, Chry(offome underſtands 
it, where, to the Apoſile's T9 Gin TEAD! Has 
he thus (peaks, TL C5171 Caev 3 CEPT? T9 peo 
n «ple, that is, What hewſe ? tell me: 
An incorruptible Body : To this ſenſe 
Gorgias Leontinus in Stobeus uſcs the 
word %«, when he calls our carthly 
body 0 £99 # fiov 6xid\er, a putrid and de- 
caying Tenement: ) tor if he enjoyed no- 
thing of this great Reward till the Re- 
ſurretion , but upon his diſſolution 
from the body were deprived of all 
Sen'e of his Being , it would be farr 
more dcfircable for him, and all other 
Chriſtians 
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Chriſtians to continuc ſtill jin this 
World, then to groan to be delivered 
from the burden and encumbrances of 
the fleſh, only to fall into 2 Rate of in- 
ativity and filence, being neither con- 
ſcious of themſelyes nor of aty thing 
in the external Creation. What Chriit 
onec faid to his Dilciples, may very 
accommodately be 2pplyed to tis pre» 
ſent Caſc, In my Fathers houſe are 
many manſions , sf it wire not ſo, 1 
Would have told you. And rely if 
the Souls of men after death tall into 
ſach a dead and hcartle{s condition, as 
not to know they arc in Bcivg, the 
infinite goodneſs 2nd veracicy of al- 
mighty God ſo wondertuily diſplayed 
to the World ia the Son of his love, 
would never have deccived the hopes 
and expeQations of the wiſeſt and belt 
Perſons eycn to t1is preſent age, but 
timely have correftes and preyented 
ſo Univerſal an error, c{pecially in fo 
weighty aConcernment as this, wherein 
the manner of their reception into 
the other World differs fo widely 


from the Schemes and repret-ntarions 


they drew of it in this. Nay, if it be 
an errour , the Yetacity of God is 
deeply 


(28) 
deeply engaged to diſcover it; becauſe 
the greateſt Prop which upholds and 
maiztains its. credit amongſt men is 
founded npon the moſt holy reyela. 
tions of his will, 

Before I deſcend to the ſecond De- 
mand, give me leayeto inſert theſe two 
Paragraphs. 

I. That Senſuality is the great 
Patroneſſe of this heartleſs and dull 
fancy , of the Soul's Slcep after 
death. 

2. That when the IntelleQual man 
is rchned by purity and holineſs, it will 
lift up the Sou far aboye theſe panick 
fears. 

It was the love of Senſe and corpo- 
real pleaſures, that firſt ſunk us from 
our happine's, and drew the Sable 
Mantle ot death over the comely pour- 
trayture of Gods Image in our Souls ; 
and it is this which till degrades us, 
and makes us unlike our Maker : 
This outward World is that #iyae your 
the Great Magician or Enchianter ( as 
the Platonick Philoſopher calls it z which 
with its Syren Muſick bewitches and 
allures the Mind from the fill and 
quict contemplation of the _— 
an 
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and pulchritude of the moral and in- 
telleftual World ; for all thoſe charm- 
ing complacencies and cxterior phan- 
talms with which the Soul is ſo ra- 
viſhed and captivated, are nothing bur 
ſo many emiſſions and radiations of the 
external World, variouſly ſtriking upon 
and moving the Senſes or bodily life ; 
ſo that the declining Soul according to 
the diverſity of its degeneracy becomes 
more or leſs diſpread and incorporated 
with the outward World : *=+ yop 75 aid +- 
Ts xi)yotg, OKti Ts WORTE MFUANs, ( as Porphyry 
ſpeaks ) Where the motions of Senſe 
are predominant, there is a receſiion 
from Intell:sF. Thece is in every man 
an Animal and an IntclleQual Narure , 
the one reſpes 7 «yn! (enſible ob- 
jets, the other 7 nm intellefFuat 
and things abſtrafted from Senſe: Now 
the more we check and controul the 
Luxuriancy of the Animal or bodily 
life, the more refined and vegete are 
thoſe higher powers of the Soul, in 
the exerciſe of which conſiſts her truc 
life. For, what more beſotts the per- 
ceptive faculties of a man, than thoſe 


| groſſerpleaſuresof the Senſitive liſe? And 


who Philoſophize more grofly concern- 
AWE ing 
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ing the future ſtate of the Soul, than 
thoſe who make it the greateſt part of 
their happincſle to enjoy to the full 
whatſoever plezſure their degeneratc 
wills and Juſts ſhall ſuggeſt tinto them 2 
But he that by a wiſe and timety mian- 
agement of thoſe powers the providert 
care and goodnels of God hath youck:- 
{ifed tro him , hath ſo gallantly maiti- 
tained the Nobility and heavenly Na- 
cure of his Soul, that he ſoares 
above cerrene Vanities , diſdaining to 
mingle with the unfatisfaQtory p'caſures 
of che corporeal World , and by adne 
and ſevere caſtigation hath brought 
low that <xorbitant principle by which 
he is connected to this Earthly body; 
he hath ſubtiliz'd his mind and is united 
to t2at Omaipreſent and alcotnprehen- 
five Intelle&, and foreſees his recep- 
tion into the otner Iife, and preſages 
that happy and bleſſed ſtate he ſhall 
taen Enicr upon , when the links and 
coris Ot mortality ſhall be broken or 
wora alunder : Sucha one, I ſay,is con- 
fident thatit faall go well with him, 
when he hath finiſhed the laſt At of 

life uv01 Eirti, and that if there be 

any Beng more exccllent than Mat-, 

Fer 
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ter, any Providence ruling and pre- 
ſiding over the affairs oft the werld3 
he ſhall not then flide out of Being 
nor ceaſe to At, when he goes hence 
and is no more ſees, Theſe Speculati- 
ons therefore require a due preparati- 
on of mind. And every man cannot 
be convinced by them; becauſe few 
are in a fit capacity and diſpoſition for 
the entertainment of them, T3 Zur nd 
wr H0@ oxvTH » Like * known by its like: 
and it the inward ſenſe and touch of 
mens ſpirits be adapted only to the re- 
liſh and guſt of the Bodily Life, the 
ſuggeſtions of the IntelleQual Nature 
will be like the ſudden. immiſſion of 
light upon ſore eyes, burdenſome and 
offenſive; and the man is no more ca- 
pable of the force and power of ſuch 
argumentations , than a Swine of Mo. 
rality, or the ſavage Tygers of Inge- 
nuity and Goodneſs. 

I come now to your ſecond Queſtion, 
which is, Fhether upon the quitting this 
Body , the Soul be immediately carried, 
either 10 Heaven or Hell > The Holy 
Scriptures, which give us all imaginable 
certainty of a bleſſed reward of our 
Faith and Patience, at the Great Day of 
Recompences , when God ſhall have 

: C put 
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put all his encmies under his feet; are 
very ſilent in delineating and depaint. 
ing out to us, the ſtate and condition of 
the Soul between Death and the Re- 
ſurreion, Yet this we are aſſured oi 
in general, That the Souls of Good 
and Holy Men, arc alwaics under the 
carcful eye of Heavcn, and live in joy 
and felicity , farr above the troubles 
and diſcontents that attend this ob. 
{cure and cyanid life they lead on Earth: 
and on the contrary, That ſhame and 
miſery await the refraftory and irre- 
claimadle ſpirits of Impious perſons, up, 
on their ſeparation from their terreſtrial 
bodics. But, whether the one be in 
Heaven, properly ſo calted, and par- 
take of thoſe great diffuſions of Glo- 
ry, Wiich ſhall be conferred on the 
children of rhe Reſurrection; and the 
other in Hell, that is, in that place of 
torment prepared for the Devil and hi 
Angels, or into which Death and the 
Grave fhall be caſt, when time ſhall be 
no more, immediately upon their dit. 
nnion from their Bodies z the Sacred 
Writ hath no-where determined. He 
therefore, who will ſeck further, may 
indeed light upon ſome probable Con- 
jeQures , which may bear the _ 
and 


4 
i 


| 


(33) 
and phiſmomy of truth, but can ne- 
ver poſitively aſſert them as convi=- 
Qive and indubitable, The only re= 
main in Speculations of this Nature, 
is, To decide them by free and un- 
prejudiced Reaſon and Ph:loſophy: and 
if by that light and condut, the 
mind of man fall upon any conclufi- 
on conſentient with the Attributes of 
God, or thoſe eternal and immuta- 
ble laws, implanted and wrought in 
the cfſential frame of the Creation ; 
though I do not ſay, it is impoſlible 
for him then to crre, yet his miſcar- 
riage will be cxceeding patdonable , 
pleaſant, and ingenuous. I confeſs, 
the world hath becn long contented to 
live in an eafie and affe&ted ignorance; 
and men, Cither out of a deplorable 
proclivity to vice and impiety, or 
from a ſtupid and blockiſh zeal to Re- 
ligion, willingly profeſs, that all things 
are uncertain, and fit down in this, 
that we can know nothing ; as it the 
wiſe and benign Author of our Be- 
ings had made the very eflential prin- 
ciples of our Natares, fallacious; and 
that we ſhould then be moſt of all 
deceived, when we think we have the 


cleareſt apprehenſions, and moſt di- 
G2 tin 
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ftin& Idea's of the things we con- 


verſe about, Reaſon is the Image of 
God in the Soul of Man, and, when 
aſliſted by the Divine Wiſdome, is 
the only zee to diſcriminate between 
truth and falſhood : And though it be 
true, that an honeſt and fincere heart 
be dcar and precious in the eyes of 
God, and ſufficient to inſtate a man in 
that happineſs which attends the faith- 
ful adherents of the Kingdome of 
Light; yct he that employes his fa- 
culties in ſearching out ſuch conſiae. 
rab'e truths in Na:ure and Providence, 
as may bencht the world, and do good 
to the generations of men, ennobles 
his Soul, and widens it for the re. 
ception of ſome greater good and 
influence, from that inexhauſtible Foun- 
rain which gave lite and being to the 
whole frame of Nature. But 1 fcar my 
Pen has bcen too luxuriant in pleading 
ſor the free uſe of Natural Reaſon, 
and I have need of your pardon, and 
ſhall make amends, by falling imme- 
diately upon the Queſtion in hand, 


I fay thecefore, So far as the Light of - 


Nature is able to judg, the Soul doth 
not immediately go to Heaven or Hell 
in their (tri ſgnifications, upon it's 


Lomas 
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ſeparation from the body , but that 
there is ſome middle State of Being 
between Death and the ReſurreRion. 
And that you may not think 1 rake in 
the aſhes of the Church of Rome, and 
{eek to revive and blow up that ridi- 
culous DoQtrine of Purgatory ; I ſhall 
crave leaye tO tell you, that by this 
middle State* I mean no ſuch condi- 
tion of Being, as that whercin a'man 
from his impious tranſactions in this 
life, ſhall undergo very ſharp and a- 
cute torments, the protrattion or ab- 
breviation of which yet, depend upon 
the will and pleaſure of his Holineſs 
and mercenary Pricſts; and aftcr ſuch 
a time of penance and purgation , bc 
delivered, and tranſlated into Heaven : 
bur, ſuch a ſtate, wherein, by a duc 
purification of their minds, and-ſub- 
zjugation of thoſe ſtnbborn luſts and 
deſircs which exalt themſclves againſt 
the life of God, and which were not 
throughly tamed in this life, the Soul 
of man becomes wholly dead to eve- 
ry inordinate afection, and daily Kkin+ 
dles that fire of Divine Love, till at 
laſt it ariſe to a perfet flame, and 
triumphantly carry up the duly pre- 
pared ſoul, like Z/ya/ in his fiery cha- 
C 3 riOt:; 
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riot, to the beatifical viſion and enjoy- 
meat: of God. 

And this is no more than what 
Reaſon it ſelf aſſures us of; For, he 
that ſhall conſider, that the operations 
of the- Spirit of, God upon mens hearts, 
and their progreſs in Holineſs and. Vir- 
tae, arc wrought lucceſhvely by parts, 
and diſtant propattions; and that a man 
is not a Saint in an inſtant, or bythe 
Pigty and Rel:gion of a day; but at- 
rains and reaches to thar glorious 
Crown by fa.icnt continuance in well 
doing, and that by ſharp and unwea- 
ricd, conflifs with Luſt and Sin, by 
habitual and pertevering acts of Virtue, 
and an undaunted Reſolution, he mult 
defnonſtrate himſelf a true and faith- 
ful, diſciple and ſouldier of the Son of 
God :. muſt necefiaiily conclude, -ci- 
ther that the infinitely far greater 
part. of men. are damned, yea, thoſe 
who have had very ſmall, and few 

opportunities of: doing good to them- 
ſelves or .others in this lite; or elſe 
that there js a time and place of bet 
tering themſelves, and where that be. 
nign Spirit, who expreſſed his dear 
compaſſion in hovering oyer the new 
born world, will be as ready to help 
for- 


Joy- 
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forward the tender inchoations of the 
life of God, and perpetually raiſe and 
lift up thoſe fettered {ouls into the true 
liberty of the fons of xeayen and Im- 
mortality, As the efformations of the 
ſpirit of Nature out of fuly. prepared 
Matter , are not in{tantaneous, but gra. 
dually arrive to their perfection and 
maturity ; 50 are the operations of that 
Univerſal Spirit of Love and Goodneſs 
upon the hearts of men, where-cver he 
meets with fit and kindly diſpoſitions 
and capacities, And ſurely no man 
can, without blaſphemy, think thar 
God ever was, or will, at any time or 
place, be wanting to the faichful endea. 
yours and attempts of ſincere perſons, 
after the participation of his own I+ 
mage, and the renovation of their 
minds and ſpirits into that divine frame 
and temper, which is dearer to God 
than any thing in the world, Nay, 
he can never doit; for it is as poſlible 
for the Sun to withhold his beams from 
ſhining upon the carth, and leave the 
diſconlolate world to an eternal night 
of ſorrow and darkneſs, as for God , 
the Sun of xcaven, to be divided from 
that which is his own life, and ſuſpend 

his kindly influence from the tender 
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productions of his Nature, I can 
ſooner belicve, that darkneſs ſhould 
deſcrt it's black and pitchy caverns, 
and ſport with light and the day ; or 


that the Elements ſhould change their J' 


naturcs, and the Frame and beauteous 
order of things be tumbled into an 
eternal confulion z; as once to enter. 
tain a thought that God ſhould be un- 
kind, and ſevcre to the pious breath- 
ings of an innocent and harmleſs Soul, 
There being therefore in the world (o 
many truly Religious perions, who 
affeionately pant and aſpire after a 
greater communication of the life of 
God, and yet are denicd thole oppor- 
runities of perfeCting their minds, which 
others cnjoy, by reaſon of that place 
and ſtation aſſigned them, by the wiſe, 
and- unerring Proyidence of God, in 
this tranſitory life; there bcing likewiſe 
lo great a part of the world lying yet 
under a ſquallid barbarity, wholly op- 
prefied and loaden with the ruines of 
thcir broken Natures, whom yet the 
Lon of God thought not unworthy his 
care and love: ſurely it would be a great * 
eye-{ore and blemilſh in neavens righte- 
ous Qeconomy and diſpenſation in the 
World, if there were really no time 
OC 
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or means allowed for the recovery of 
theſe lapled Souls : whole condition, 
though it be very ſad and calamitous, 
yet 1t is not deſperate, nor are they 


' tunk below the compaſſhions of their 


Maker, but till lye under a benign 
aſpe&t: and though the Sun of Righ- 
tcouſneſs ſeem to ſer in a cloud, and 
leave their Hemiſphere to a night of 
darkne's; yet there is hopes thar there 
will come a time ( if it be not already) 
wherein he will riſe again with hcaling 
in his wings, and viſit the deſolate and 
dejected regions of the world, with his 
chearing heat and vigour, and 'their 
entangled pinions be again ſet looſe, 
and their plumes freely di{pread in the 
open and boundleſs trats of Immor. 
rality and Joy. It is not the will and 
plea'ure of God that any innocent 
perſon ſhould periſh ; and therefore we 
may conclude, that there is ſome time 
and place, where the young and tender 
cfformations of God's holy lite, in the 
morc harmleſs Pagans, and tuch who 
lirxed in the dark and ignorant age of 


- the world, ſhall be brought co their 


duc meaſure of maturity and perfeQi- 
on : Fox, to think they are damned, 
is 
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is not ſaitable to that everlaſting Good. 
neſs which is the ſource and root of 
the Divine PerteQions ; And that they 
are not immediately tranſlated into 


Heaven, properly ſo called, will appear } 


from the Occonomy of Providence 
in the world, and the Nature of the 
thing it (lf. 

As 2n Appendix to this, we may add, 
That Heaven is rather a State than a 
Place, and conſiſts in the frame and 
remperament of a mans mind and ſpi- 
rit;z and if we could imagine a degene- 
rate and ſinful perſon taken up into 
Heayen, unleſs God did likewiſe mi- 
raculouſly change and alter the pre- 
fent temper and di'poſition of his mind, 
ir would be a pain and afflition to 
him, and he would be no more capa, 
ble of dwelling in that glorious bright. 
neſs, than Owls and Night-birds to face 
the Sun, and ſteadily behold that a» 
mazing luſtre, When the benign Cre. 
ator of all things produced the glari- 
ous Fabrick of Heaven and Earth, and 
repleniſhed all the empty regions of 
the World, and the vaſt capacities of 
immenſe Space, with diverſe ſorts and 


degrees of Beings; he ſo wiſcly order- 
ed 
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ed and diſpoſed every thing, that no- 
thing ſhould a& beyond it's ſphere, 
ney | but proportionately to thole powers 
nto and facultics it became inveſted with ; 
car }' for ſothe order and frame of the world 
ICC required, Thus, the bealts of the 
he | field cannot live perpetually in the wa- 

tcr, nor hiſh in the air , becauſe the 
Id, vital congruities of the one arc adapted 
a || to the groſs ard more compatted body 
ad of the Earth, the other to the fluid 
Jp and yiclding Element of the Water. 


C- The Angels, which are an Order of 
'O Spirits aboye rhe rank of Humane 
I- >0uls, cannot aCtuate and inform a 
bo rerreſtrial body ; nor can man, in his 
I, earthly. ſtate, become an inhabitant of 
0 the thinner tracts and regions of pureſt 
L /Ether. When therefore in the begin- 
4 ning God created Mankind, forciceing it 
c that they would not alwayes continue j 
d in the immortal! manſions of Paradiſe, 
. bur eat and dye, and inſtruct them- 


ſelves, by unhappy experiments, in 

| the frail and imperte& fate of this lower 
; World; hc fitted them with ſuch vital 
* «| - powers and congruities, as might ca- 
pacitate them for ation , that ſo the 
reyolutions of the whecl of Providence 
(though 
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{ though wide, and ſecmingly intricate 
and perplext ) may at Jaſt appear equal 
and unerring. There being then a 
peculiar Craſis or congruity required to 


inform that heavenly Body, which ſhall 


be the reward of departed Saints At 
the Day of God, ( and that not to be 
awakened but by a long and regular 
depuration of the Mind, and perfe& 
lubmiſſon and reſignation to the will 
of God; ) we cannot rationally ima- 
gine, that any one ſhould paſs imme. 
diatcly from the Body, to thoſe regions 
of Light and Glory, before this Divine 
Principle be ſufficiently invigorated, 
and the others perfeAly laid aflcep. 
And to think thar God will immediat- 
ly call forth: into a& this Athercal con. 
gruity of life in the ſoul of every pious 
Man', departed this life, is to ſet the 
miraculous power of God at a very 
cheap and eaſfic rate. Beſides that, it 
deſpoils the Nature of the Creature, 
and renders uſeleſs and ineffeQtual ſuch 
Faculties as, without this ſupernatural 
check and controul, would, in their 


duc time, awake, tor thc orderly ac. * 


compliſhment of that, to whoſe proe« 
duction we entitle the immediate opera. 
tion 
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tion of the Divinity. Nor doth itleſs 
entrench upon the Wiſdom of God, 
by drawing ſuch a Scheme of things, 
wherein God mult continually unbare 
his arm, and upon every occaſion exert 
his eternal power for the cffeting of 
that, which would certainly arile in 
it's order and proportion , by the at. 
temprs and operations of rationa} 
agents, accompanied with the con. 
currence and aſliſtance of divine 
grace and benedition. For ſo we [ec 
that God works in men now; and 
we may as wcll think that God ſhould 
take every man inamediately into hea« 
ven upon his firſt embracing the Go- 
ſpel, and by his infinite power make 
him a perfe& Saint, as that he ſhould 
do the tame tor them upon their death. 
beds, or upon their diſunion from 
their bodies, Farr be it from us to 
entitle ſuch precarious, and unaccoun. 
table ations to the Deity; but rather 
believe, that the conſtancy. and immu. 
rability of his Nature is ſuch, that he 
alwayes works orderly, and according 
to thoſe Laws and Rules he hath placed 
in the World, gnleſs a viſible and 
certain good of a part, or the whole 


4» 
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Creation intervene, and cannot ſo ad. 
vaatageouſly be efteaed by the ordi. 
nary courſe of Natural Agents. And 
now let us conſider how very few 
there are that haye arrived to ſuch 
emineat degrees and mecatures of 
virtue , as to be capable of this 
exalted (tate of mind; and what 
multitudes of ſincere and hearty lo- 
vers of truth and righteou'nets arc 
ſnatcht away by the rude arms of 
death, bctore the luxuriant branch- 
es of the Animal or Brutifh life are 
taken wholly away; and Reaſon will 
extort this confeſſion from us, that 
there muſt be a time of purgation in 
ſome ſtate on this ſide Heaven, where- 
in the infant produQions of the Divine 
Nature may ariſz to their full maturi- 
ty and perfection, For , it cannot 
confilt with that eternall Gooincfs 
which is the rule and mca'ure of all 
the ations of the Deity, to ſend the 
greateſt part of Mankind into the 
World, there to lead a frail and miſera- 
ble, and, at beſt, but a ſhort life, ſubze& 


ro infinite caſualties and imperfections, + 


and ( which yet blemiſhes Heaven's 
tighteous Occonomy) having but very 
few, 
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few , and thoſe weak means and inef- 
feftual helps, as to the recovering 
the broken and decayed Image of 
God in their Souls, for the want of 
which notwithſtanding they ſhall be 
thrown into everlaſting miſery : I fay, 
it cannot conſiſt with the Benignity 
and Goodneſs of God, to deal thus 
with his Creatures : Wohcrefore, it 
we Will not admit of this, we mult 
ſeek out ſome other Hypotheſis, to 
ſaiyc up thoſe flaws and defeQs which 
otherwiſe will appcar in the beautec- 
ous Order and miniſtration of Pro- 
vidence. 

Not to omit any thing which might 
give light to the preſent Queſtion, 1 
ſhall conſider the uſe of thole rerms 
and cxpreſſions in Holy Scripture , 
which by many are extended and 
drawn to the contrary Senle ; and 
me-thinks from thence ſome few glim. 
merings ray forth, on purpoſe, as. it 
were, to allure the lovers of know. 
tedge to a diligent ſearch and inquiſt. 
tion after it . 1» my Fathers houſe 


. ( fayes the Son of God ) are many 


manſions : but 1 go to prepare @ place 


for you, The whole world is the houſe 
E of 
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of the great King, and in it are many 
Outer-Courts and different Placcs, both 
higher and: lower Rooms, fitted for 
the ſeyeral capacities and ſtates of all 
his Scryants ; and yet, there was a 
place whither all holy Souls ſhall ar. 
rive, and which was not then ready, 
From whence 'ris plain, that the »ouls 
of the Patriarchs, and holy men, which 
lived before the Coming of the Me. 
ſias, were not centred into the Ce!um 
Beatorum, that is, into Heaven, pro. 
perly ſo called; but were in a itate 
of joy-and happineſs, (which thc Greek 
Fathers Call wgnimoay x LEG 47% 3 and 
meg u>zen; AS Luk. 16, and the Latin, 
Refrigerium and Somnum pacu ) Where 
they converſed with God , as the 
Prophets did intheir Dreams, in which 
they reccived great degrees of favour 
and revelation, and were refreſhed 
with the ſrequent viſits and fociety of 
Angells, till rhey aroſe to ther ethe. 
real State, And this is the neccptacle 
of all good men, in whom the'fire 

of Divine Love is not ſo enflamed 

and kindled, as to melt the-r leſs pure 
bodies into a Celeſtial ſplendor. And 


to th's *ccords that ſpeech of Chriſt 
the 


(47) 
the penitent thief; 7his day ſhalt thon 
be wth me in Paradiſe, that is, in the 
joyes and felicities of pious Souls ; for 
mee iS by the Greeks, and Philo, cal- 


' led the Garagen where Adam was pla- 


ced : And hence, when the fclicities of 
a future life began to be dilcoyered 
more clearly, the ſtate of holy Souls 
expeCQting the reſurreCtion of the dead, 
was called by the Jews ww. The reaſon 
of which was, ( as Gremus in Luk. 23, 
conjectures ) becauſe of the analogy be. 
tween them ; that, as the Garden of 
Paradiſe, in which Adam was in his 
ſtare of innocency, abounded with plea- 
ſures and delights; ſo doth this recepta. 
cle of pious and devout ſouls after 
death. And hence it was that St, Paul 
in 2 Cor. 12. 2. 4, Was firlt ſhewn the 
joyes of the children of the ReſurreCti- 
on; and,leaſt his reſolute and ative Soul 
ſhould be troubled with the long ex- 
peRation of ſuch ineffable felicity, the 
comforts and refreſhments of Paradiſe, 
and antepaſts of Heaven, were likewiſe 
diſcovered to him. W hich were deno- 
ted tothe ſons of ſenſe under the no- 
tion and figure of a Garden, becauſe 


they could not concciye = romi 4/7 ſub 
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fenras t55 ad aror, intellefFual things, by 
under a ſenſible Scheme. Andto this are 
Oppoſed ime , and myny®, Which fig. 
nifie the ſtate and condition of ſuch 
irreclamable ſpirits as are ſunk below all 
the principles of Righteouſneſs and ju- 
ſtice, and make it their whole deſign 
to obliterate thoſe Idea's out of their 
minds, Now, as Paradiſe and Hell 
ſignifie the diſtin& condition of good 
and bad Spirits, ſo ("a ) Hades denotes 
the common receptacle of them all, 
and is oppoled both to this Life, 
and the Reſurregtion z and anſwers 
to the HebreW ww, as Gen. 37. 35, 
oxy bar bn TIK 12: 0m wr: Cn00 gy Weg5 30 Youy jar 
my 65 "eds ; for I Wil go down into the 
grave unto my ſon, mourning ; Which 
could not be meant of the Grave, as 
if his ſon had been buried, (for he 
ſuppoſed him to be torn in pieces by 
wild beaſts) but of the region or ſtate 
of Inviſibility ; for ſo Hades properly 
ſignifies : Thus Heraclitus, m,sm:;, ſpeak- 
ing of the yelmet of Hades which makes 
men inviſible, he ſaycs, It is » n>@-, the 
end, or death of every man; & # «ma: 
%) m11\cvmmds ecegTO- zoale:, £0 Which be that 
comes , becomes inviſible, It is mere 
than 
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than probable therefore, that Patad'(e 
ſignithes no other, but, according to | 
lis. F che Jewiſh notion, a place of delighe 
luchF ang pleaſure, appropriated to the Spi. 
VAILY rits of jult men; ſuch as the Poets un- 
-J deritood by their Elizian fields, which 
lign Pindar, Olymp. Od. 2, as he is cited by 
Cir Eugubins, in his book de perenni Phi 
Hell loſophta, exccllently well deſcribes; 
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by For, that our Saviour by Paradiſe did 
itch not underſtand thoſe =thereal  Regi- 
ly} ons of bliſs and joy , which are the 
k-] portion and inheritance of defecate 
es | and ſublime Spirits, will be evident ; in 
1c # that he himſelf was not there, but, in 
a: } - the intermediate ſpace between his 
> | Death and Reſurrection , preached, 
Ce | mrioggin mis 69 Penn, 10 the ſpirits in priſon, 
=—_ i - I 9 that 
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that is, to thoſe who in the dayes of 
Noah were drowned in that general 
Deluge, and now wetc releaſed, and 
ſer ar liberty by the approach of the 
Son of God ; ſuch as the Prophet 
Z:ch.9.11, 12. Calls Priſoners of hope, 
lying in the lake Where there ts n0 Wa- 
ter; that is, where there Was no Con- 
ſtant ſtream of joy to refreſh theix 
preſent condition , but yet they were 
jupported with certain ſhowers and 
gracious Viſitations from God , and 
iluminations of their hope. That of 
St. Paul, Phil. x. 23. makes little to 
their purpoſe, who think the Soul goes 
preſently to Heaven, upon the diſſo- 
Jution of the body; for, To be with 
Chriſt, ſignibes no more , than that 
our Souls are received by Chriſt, in- 
to merciful, joytul, and fate cuſtody, 


7 "52 as dear pledges* committed to his truſt 
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and care, till Hades fhall deliver up 
it's dexd; and then we, who before 
were <gai5, inviſible, fhall come forth , 
and be preſented to the view of thc 
World, and receive that great pe6ce, 
and Crown of Rightcouineſs , which 
Chriſt has laid up for St. Paw, and 


you, and me, and all that long for his 


aps 
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zppearance. The ſum of all is this, 
that It cannot be made good, cither 
from Scripture or Reaſon,that the Souls 
of men departed this life , go imme. 
diately upon their ſeparation, to Hea- 
ven 'or Hell, in a »cholaſtical ſenſe : 
For this we have the ſuffrage of 7. 
in Martyr , who diſputing with Try, 


pho the Jew, taxes thoſ: as erroneous, 


who ſay, uy Gra vitpor 11egcum!, an ane md 
rr O1y0xery 7c v2es aurdy zrahappandy © Toy 
wg100, 

Your third Demand carrics With it 
more d fficulty; and while I diſcourſe 
of it, I am wholly in the dark, and 
can only give you a ConjeRural EC. 
fay : which, if it may be fublervient to 
my purpoſe, that is, pleaſe, and gratifie 
your fancy, and, like the little dots 
or characters in Brachygraphy , bring 
to your mind a more copious illu- 
{tration of the preſcat Theme, I ſhall 
obtain my deſire. 

I conſider therefore, the whole 
World, under God the great Monarch 
of the Creation, ( ſo many, I mean, as 
participate of Reaſon and IntelleQ) to 
fall under a Political Government ; 
and it ſeems altogether neceſſary, that 
D 3 among 
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among the aercal Inhabitants it ſhould 
be (o ; for they being a mixed, and 
hcterogeneous number , of good and 
bad, it there were not a due executi. 
on of thoſe Eternal and Sacred Laws 
enatted by the Counſel of Heaven, 
for the promoting and eſtabliſhing 
Piety and Virtue, and the everting and 
eradicating Vice and Impiety, the con« 
dition of all good and holy men would 
be unſpeakably grievous and miſcra- 
ble; there being ſo many degenerate 
Spirits, who are only awake to the 
life of the Body, and being wholly 
dead to all ſenſe of Pity and Com. 
paſſion, pleaſe themſclves in wreaking 
the rage of their furious and exorbi- 
tant Lufls npoa the Innocent and 
Virtuous: whoiz calamity muſt needs 
be Eternal, ſhuuld not that juſt ye. 
meſis, Wiich pervades the eſſential con. 
rextures and jnmoit capacities of the 
whole Creation, ere&t a Polity and 
Kingdom of Light, to preſide over, 
and curb the lawleſs ations of the 
dark Aſſociates. And as the Condition 
and itate of ſeparate Souls is in a man- 
Aer quite different from ours, ſo their 
Laws and Mults are diycrſe, and are 
belt 
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beſt known to thoſe that live under 
them ; But whatever they are, 'tig 
moit certain, their Penalties are ſe. 
verely executed upon offcnders. And, 
for the duc cffcCing of this, and con- 
ſerving the peace and quiet of this 
great Empire of IntelleQtual Agents, 
there are Athereal Princes ſct over the 
ſeycral Kingdomes of the W orld; and, 
in ſubordination to them , are, the 
Governours, or tutelary Angels of 
Provinces, and little Exarchats ; and laſt 
of all, eyery mans particular Genius, 
or guardian Angcl.: ſo that this Go- 
vernment reaches even from Heaven 
to Earth, and none can, through ſub- 
tilty or power , frce themſelves from 
it, Conſidering . therefore, The blew 
Arch , or Concave of Heaven, . is ſo 
ſull of eyes, and Careful Inſpeftors of 
the ſeveral ations and demeanours of 
ſeparate Spirits, and thcir puniſhments 
ſo ſharp and heavy, 'tis not to be 
thought that they will caſily be indu- 
ced to violate any of their Laws, ( of 
which, perchaace this may be one, of 
concealing their ſtare from us Mortals ) 
unleſs ſome one begg a Patent or dif. 
pcnſation , to ſitisfhie the impartunity 
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of a reli Friend, or diſcharge the 
obligation of an Oath. And this may 
be one reaſon why we hear fo little 
news from the acreal Regions, 
Another great Cauſe of their ſo ſel- 
dome appearing to us, may be the 
d fficulty and uneafineſs of incrafſating 
their Vehicles ; Thus have I een , of 
twenty boyes, bathing and waſhing in 
the ſtreams, ſcarce one delight in di- 
vihg tothe bottom ; and it perchance 
he do, his ſtay is ſo ſmall and in- 
conſiderable , that, had he been ſent 
on Embaſhe ro- the - Fiſhes, rhe time 
would ſcarce permit him to haye Au- 
dience, before he werc conſtrained to 
dilappear, And I am the more caon- 
firmed in this perſwaſion, from thoſe 
aſſiduous Apparitions of Spirits among 
the Zaplanaers, whoſe Air being groſs 
and clammy, 'tis'n0' hard matter for 
a - Demon to condeitfate it to viſible 
lity ; and from hence it was, that 
thoſe people uſed to interr their de. 
ceaſcd- Friends under their hearths, that 
ſo .the- warmth and heat of the fire, 
accelerating the putrefation of their 
bodics, and rarefying the Crafie con- 
{iſtency of the Air, might prohibit their 
other. 
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otherwife more frequent Viſits And 
he that ſhall recolle& ſome, of thoſe 
many ſtories of Phantaſms, and the 
Apparitions of Spirits, which every 
age ſupplies us with, and take notice 
of thoſe artifices and wayes, Which, 
in all probability , they make uſe of, 
when they. intend to ſhew themſelves 
to the frail eyes of mcn:; he cannot 
but conclude it to be a pain and af- 
fliction, ro conſtipate and hold- toge- 
ther the groſs particles, and glutinous 
ſuffulions of their Vehicles, for any 
conſiderable time. Hence it is, thar 


thoſe SpedFre which infeſt the Earth, 


are generally maleficcnt Demons , 
whoſe ſpirital part, grown fat and 
dull, through a perpetual indul- 
gence to their lower Faculties , 
Iike Swine, they take a great com- 
placency in dablng and ſoaking 
their Vehicles in the miry, and caligj-. 
nous tratts of the Air; and often be. 
come viſible; by fermenting and agj. 
tating the ſtagnant blood of their de. 
ſpicable bodies they left behind them, 
and which the charity of men laid to 
reſt in the Earth, And, by the way, 
this is the reaſon why ſometimes the 
Spe- 
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Spetre have never been ſeen or heard 
of, after the burning and conſuming 
of their bodies, which furniſhed them 
with effe&ual inſtruments and provili. 
on for their: gameſome or wicked at- 
tempts. Bur if this be not ready at 
hand , they - deſcend into the naſty 
Caverns of the Earth, and attrat to 
them the thickeſt ſumes and exhalati- 
ons; or elſe ſuck in the impure and 
fulſome ſteams ariſing from the blood 
of {lain beaſts, like the zab#4 , licking 
the blood of the £gyprian vactitices, 
which is, nor only a kind of Nutri- 
ment to their vehicles, but the moſt 
likely means to transform themſelves 
into whatſoever viſible ſhape they 
pleaſe. To this purpoſe is that of 

L1b. 2. Por phyrie, *Ovler ( {ci]. dipeores ngx9epgot ) i 
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Fay FETIL eiecraes, And this, no doubt, 
is the reaſon why the Familiars, and 
Imps of Witches, make themſelves a 
kind of Teat in ſome part or other of 
the bodies of their accurſed Conſorts, 
whereby they exhauſt their blood and 
ſpirits, and render their viſages for the 

moſt 


(57) 
moſt part horrid and gaſtly, like them- 
ſelves, when they appear to them- 
From the conſideration of theſe evil 
Geniz, we may proporticnably guels 
at the ſtate of thoſe better Souls, who 
have nothing more to do upon the 
Earth, when they are once departed 
ſrom it; or, if they appear again, it 
zS upon a great neceſlity, and for a 
weighty occalion ; and then they ſcorn 
and abhorr thoſe ignoble wayes of ma- 
king themſelves objes of our Senſes ; 
and having effected their deſign, they arc 


' no more heard of, but reſt in peace 


and quiectneſs; chiefly aiming at the 
looſening and frecing themſelves from 
their commerce with the impurer parts 
of matter. For, as the other do delight 
in incraſlating, ſo theſe are continual- 
ly intent upon attenuating their Ve- 
hicles, and awakening to life their 2+ 
thereal congruity; which having ar. 
tained, they become inviſible tro the 
Aercal Inhabitants. And, as when we 
traverſe the hills, and ſuck in the pu- 
rer guſts of air, we are more vivid 
and cheerful, and 'tis an afflition to 
ſtay in a thicker and unwholſome Re- 
gion; ſo theſe purer Spirics, ——_— 
: Ice 
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free acceſs to the tops of mountains, 
and more ſerene Quartcrs of heaven, 
find themſelves ſenſibly pained , when 
they deſcend into thele lower tradts, 
and coagulate their looſer bodies into 
a Viſible conliſtency, 

To give ſomcturther light to the Phy- 
fical conſideratioa of this Argument, in 
reference to the Apparitions both of 
Good and Bad opirits; it may be, it 
will require almoſt as dcep a degree 
of Fancy, to conſtipate their acry Bo- 
dies to viſibility, as it doth to attain to 
that «@a4:z, or ſeparation and disjun- 
ion of the Soul from this terreſtrial 
Body without Death, and then it is 
no wonder if (o few appear to us: 
For, though the matter of their Ve. 
hicles may be very pliable, and ea- 
fily formed into any ſhape, - yer the 
efformation of it into this, or the o- 
ther particular 4%, depends not fo 
much upon the will, or arbitrarious 
power, as upon a very ſtrong imagina- 
tion, jmpreſſed upon, and reaching 
the plaſtick Faculty;. and it ſeems to 
be no more in their power to con- 
denſe their Bodies into viſibility, than 
it is in ours, to rarifie our Blood into 
Steam 
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Steam and vapour. Their bodies there- 
tore, naturally falling into humane 
ſhape, and retaining the charaQteriſtical 
perſonality they bare in this world, if at 
any time they conſtrain them to repre- 
ſent another cthgies, or contra and 
conſtipate the laxe and diffuſe particles 
of their Vchicles, io as to become ſenſi- 
bletous, it cannot be counted a ſponta. 
neous action, that is effected by an arbi. 
trary power, but depends upon the 
ſtrength of Imaginarion which,although 
it a more quick 4:2d perceptibly upon 
their tenuious bodies, yer all cffefts are 
not equally produced by the ſame degree 
of Fancy or Imagination : Thus the (ig- 
nature, or impreſſion of a Cherry upon 
the Fe@ts in the womb, is more eaſily 
produced, than the transformation of 
all it's members, into thoſe of a Cat or 
Dog. And, as it is ſtoried of Carden, that 
by uſeand cuſtome he had lo altercd his 
body, that he could, when he pleaſed, 
fall into a perfe@ «paynis; ſo I deny not 
but ſome ſeparate ſpirits, may, by pra- 
&ice, and the aid of the Spirit of Nature, 
which may not improbably be thought 
aſſiſtant at ſuch Feats as theſe, without 
any great pain or trouble become _ 
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Having given you this brief account 
of the Queſtion, I ſhall digreſs a little 
(if I may call it ſo) to another Spe. 
culation, not unlike the former , and 
that is, Why Good Angels, and pure and 
aefecate Souls, whoſe exalted State makes 
them ns leſs lovers of Men, than When 
their radiant Goodneſs Was clothed with 
Humanity, and dwelt among them ; 
ſhould nevertheleſs hide it, by their 
ſhort , and ſeldome Converſe with the 
World > The great Cau'e of it there- 
tore ſeems to Jye in the general wic- 
kednels and impurity of menos lives, ' 
inſomuch that wickedneſs has delug'd 
the World; and Impiety and Vice, 
like a mighty torrent, ſwept away the 
ruinons and broken remains of Virtue, 
and defaced the air and features of the 
Divine Image, ſo that Holineis \looks 
like a ſtrange and unknown thing, as it 
it were as much forſaken of God as 
deſpiſed of men. For ſurely, did a 
rcal Spirit of truth and righteouſneſs 
prevail in the hearts of mankind, and 
were they inoffentive and harmleſs, as 
the Sons of God and virtue, laying 
aſide all Enyy, Pride, and Self-intereft, 
and expelling the principles of the im- 
PLOuUs 
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pious Nature, and becoming in all 
things conformable to the mind and 
temper of the Holy Jeſus; there 
would be no ſuch ſtrangeneſs between 


« Heaven and Earth, but the communi- 


cations of the Divine and. Terreſtrial 
Nature would be more frequent; and 
the Holy Angels, and the departed 
Souls of Juſt Men, would deſccnd up- 
on Earth, and viſit the. World, and 
Men would be made one Polity with 
them; and to Dye would be no more 
than to walk out of a cloſe Priſon, 
into the free and unbounded Air. For, 
what elſe can there be that ſhould im- 
pede, or put a ſtop to ſuch happy en- 
rertainments, ſince their pretcaſions 
and defigns on both parts are the ſame; 
that is, the carrying on the Divine 
Life intriumph, to irs utmoſt comple- 
tion and perfeCion, and the utter ever 
ſion of the Kingdome of Sia and 
Darkneſs > The Angels, though much 
more noble than we, yet are no nar- 
row, and ſelf.contrafted Beings, ſport- 
ing themſelyes in the circles of theit 
own glory, in an utter oblivion, or 
abhorrence of the poor and calami- 
tous condition of the Inhabitants of 
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the Earth, but full of tove and benig- 
nity, remembring them 1s thoſe who 
were once inveſted with the ſime hap- 
pinels themſelves now enjoy ; and 
therefore arc careful Obfervators of ' 
them, and Promoters of their felicity; 
Nor can we imagine, that Death can, 
alienate the affections of pious and 
holy men departed this life, from 
their fellow mortals, or make them 
leſs compaſſionate and ſtudious of 
their good and welfare , but rather 
increaſe, and fann their Love into 
Flames and gcntle Ardors, and having ' 
more knowledge, and a greatcr reſent- 
ment of their wants and neceſſitics, 
become not uninterefled SpeQators , 
bur carncſt Abettors of their inno- 
cent and faithful attempts, in reco- 
vering their ancient glory. 'Tis to 
be hoped therefore, that the timc 
will come, bcfore the periods of 
this World arc run out and unra- 
vell'd, that the Divine Life ſhall have 
4 gencral conquet over the hearts 
and minds of men, and'a Spirit of 
Love and Rightcouſneſs overſpread 
the face of the Earth; and men fhall 


be fully aſſured and convinced eyen to 
ont- 


v4 


(63) 
outward ſenſe of che immortality of 
their Souls, and the joycs of a future 
life, by the frequent entercourle and 
converſe of holy and benign Spirits 
with them in theſe regions of che 
Earth. 

To reſume and conclude my former 
argument : That the appacitions of 
ſeparate Souls are rare and infrequent, 

roceeds from the cauſes aboye reci. 
red; bur, that there have been ſome in 
all ages, ſerves to carry on that great 
deſign of Providence, in aſſuring men 
of the future ſubſiſtence of their Souls, 
and confronting that dull and fottiſh 
ſpirit of Atheiſm , which is gone a- 
broad into the world; That there is 
ſomething in us that looks beyond the 
pcriods of this flecting life, and ſur- 
vives our aſhes, and is capable of 
ating freely and nobly, when theſe 
carneous fabricks ſhall fall aſunder, and 
be cramm'd into their narrow Urns. 
The Soul of man, while 'tis held 
captive in the ſhackles and fetters of 
fleſh and blood, is but in avleep, or a 
longer Dream; and the expiration of this 
terreſtrial period, which we call Death, 


is the expergefaQion, or awakening thoſe 
E nobler 
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nobler Faculties, to a ſenſe of Divini. 
* Forum ©, and unmasking the intricate, and 


ſententi - 
am ficex- 


primic no- frOM error and falſhood. 
it Was, that 
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perpicxed apprehenſions of the mind, 


And hence 
the Indian Brachmans * Af- 
firmed, The life of man in 
this World, to be like the 
{tate of the Ferwus in the 
Womb; and Death, to be 
the Birth to Life, truly fo 
called; to a Lite of Hap. 
pinels in the Bleſt Re- 
g ons aboyc, in the qui» 
et | Plains of Heaven, 
the Seat of the Immorta: 
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Gat: Where the winds never ruffle 
up a cloud to intercept the light of 
the Sun's brighter face, nor Snow or 
Showers ever paſs through; but an uns 
diſturbed calm and ſcrenity of an Eter- 
nal Day overſpreads the utmoſt limits | 
of theſe Bliſsſul Manſions. 

Your laſt Queſtion propounded., is, 


CON» 
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concerning the lawfulneſs of Praying 
for the Dead, and, whether the mutual 
obligations of friendſhip ceaſe, when they 


are removed from the ruinous fabricks 


' of their Earthly Bodies > And truly, me. 


thinks, it is a Problem wotthy your 
eximious and generous mind, which 
is not contented only to make ule of 
all the inſtances and opportunities of 
doing good to mankind in this life, 
but your pious charity would likewiſe 
follow them into the ncxt; and» if 
it might be, make them as happy as 
'God at firſt created them, For ( as I 
have often heard you diſcourle J it 
is a pain and affliftion, great as the 
rearing and tending our bodily life, 
to a noble and free ſpirit , to per- 
ſwade himſelf, that, when our Piety 
hath committed our dcad Friend's bo- 
dy to the Earth, its common Parent, 
and beſprinkled his Hearſe with a Fu« 
neral tear, and, it may be, for ſome 
ſmall time after, breathed ont a freſh 
gale of Sighs upon the fight of a 
Picture, or any thing, which , with 


* his laſt words, and dying groans , he 


recommended to us as his Memorial ; 


that then he ſhould be banifhed our of 
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our minds, and no more regarded, 
than if he had neyer lived in the 
world, or were now quite extinC, 
and put out of Being, 1 cannot there. 
fore attribute this unconcernedne(s for 
the ſtate and condition of departed 
Souls, to any thing elſe, but to that po- 
yerty and narrownels of ſpirit, which 
makes mcn look upon themſelves as 
private, and particular Beings, ſent iN- 
ro the world to promote and advance 
thcir ſelf deſigns and little. intereſts, in 
contradiſtinjon to all the reſt ef man. 
kind, forgetting that they are a part' 
of Gods Creation, and members of 
that great Body Politick which reach- 
es from Hcayen to Earth, and is ex- 
tended every way through the yaſt 
comprehenfions of immenſe Space; and 
therefore, that all the Creatures ought 
to have a ſhare in their love; and 
that the more perfe&t their Natures 
are, the more they ought to be wi- 
dened and enlarged in Charity, and an 
univerſal Benjgnity towards all , cſpe- 
cially towards mankind, in promoting, 
to their utmoſt power, the completion 
of their happineſs. For, although 
men, when they go away hence, be- 
COME 
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come inviſible to us, and we are in 
part at loſs, in reference to the'r af- 
fairs and concerns; yet nevertheleſs 
we are aſſured they ate in Being, and 
members of that great Socicty, of which 
we our ſelves make a part;and therefore 
are no: tobe accounted (luch ſtrangers 
to our thoughts and devotions : and 
if their Prayers can at All prevail, and 
be effeQual in our behalf, I do not ſee 
why the Prayers and Oraiſons of a 
Good and Holy Perlon upon Earth, 
may not enter the cares of Heaven, 


and derive a bleſſing upon them, ſup- 


poling them to ſtand in. need of 
thoſe things he deſires in their behalf, 
That ſeparate Souls arc not. unmind- 
ful of us when they have left the 
priſons of Fleſh and Blood, and inhe- 
rit a new and ſtranger freedome, can- 
not eaſily be denied; unleſs we will 
ſay, that the more perte they grow, 
the leſs charity and love they retain 
towards thoſe who want thoſe degrees 
of felicity they have arrived unto, 
'Tis true, thoſe holy Spirits which 


+ depart hencc, are ſeated fir above the 


reach of Enyy or Paſſion; and the 
dead Wife is not troubled at the ſongs 
E 3 ſung 
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fung at che next Bridal Feaſt , nor 
gricyed to ſce another inherit the 
Joyes of her Husbands-bed ; but 
yer they are not rcmoved fo farr, 
as to bzget in them an utter oblivi- 
on of thoſe they have left behind : 
nor doth the augmentation of their 
Happineſs, diminiſh their love to- 
wards us Mortals, who begin our 
lives with weeping, as a ſure pre. 
ſage of our future calamities ; and the 
fi & tribute we pay to the light of the 
San, is to preſent him with a tear, 
aid watry eyes, There is then with- 
out doubt a relation continued {till; 
which, not only the laws of thcir 
Friend{hip, but their own native good. 
nels, which diſpreads ir felt evcry 
way, Wwacn freed from the contagion 
of Earthly Concretions, will never 
ſuffer tnem to reſcind : To this pur- 
pole, Zoſephis brings in CA4braham 
thus beſlpeaking his fon 7/aac, before 
that fatall ffroke deſign'd to let our 
chat pure Soul iuto the Skies ; wer* je- 
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Se. CAmbroſe gave lome things in 
charge to his dying brother Sazyras, 
that he ſhould do for hit in the 
other world, And as they preſent 
themſelves before the Throne of Ma- 
jeſty in humble Petitions for us, fo 
certainly ſomething belongs tro us to 
do for themz and we muſt, by all 
thoſe wayes we can, preſerve. and 
continuc the memory of our dead 
Friends, and of all good mcn : which 
can Ro waycs be better done, than 
by Gefiring God, with hearty and 
conſtant Prayer, to call home his 
baniſhed ro him; that thoſe wig uy 
dnemioygr Oi, thoſe little particles , 
and ſhreds of Divinity , ( as Epifterus 
calls the Souls of men ) may be ga- 
thered up , and re-united to the 
firſk, and al comprchenſive Good ; 
and when the periods of this world 
ſhall be expired, they may have a 
joyful Reſurreftion , and a perfet 
conſummation of their Bliſs, in the 
Immortal Regions of Glory and Fe- 
licity- Thus St. Pawl praycd for One- 
ſphorus, 2 Tim. 1.18, The Lord grant 
unto him that he may find mercy of the 


Lord in that day ; who, 'tis probable, 
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was at that time dead, becauſe the 
Apoſtle falures the honſe of Oneſi- 
phorus, and not Oneſiphorus himſelf ; 
who, doubtlc{;, had he been alive, 
and part of his family, would have 
been named particularly in the firſt 
place, and not afterwards , diſtin& 
trom his yonle. But I do not lay 
ſo much ſtreſs upon this : If there. 
fore the dead are in a ſtate and capa- 
city of being bettered, ( as I think I 
have ſufficiently proved they are , by 
what I have ſaid in anſwer to your 
ſecond Qucſtion ) they may likewiſe 
receive good and advantage by our 
Prayers, For, to think that the Soul 
of man is immediately ſnatched up 
into the higheſt bliſs and happinets 
in Heaven , or depreſled into the tor» 
ments of Hell, is not only contrary 
to Reaſon, but repugnant to the 
ſenſe of Antiquity, which unanimouſly 
determines a time, rwadnes, of Pur. 
gation , before ſhe can be admitted 
into the ſociety of the Spirits Irwin we 
Toe, of juſt men made perfett; and 
if our Prayers can be in any mea'ure 
peneficial to men in this life, they 
may haye the ſame effects and pur- 
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poſes upon them in the other, For, 
let any man that thinks otherwiſe 
confider, what he means by Heaven, 
and if he have any congruous, and 
rational apprehenſion and Idea of it, 
he muſt neceſſarily conclude it to be 
a ſtate of the highe(t purity and ho. 
lincſs, and the jartheſt removed from 
the infectious pollution of Mortality, 
and dreggs of the Terreſtrial Life , 
and then let him refle& upon the 
moral Natures and Diſpotitions ot 
the greateſt part of Mankind, when 
they leave this world, and ſee how 
many vitions habits and inclinations 
towards the complacencics and inor+ 
dinate pleaſures of ſenſe remain un, 
mortified, how ſtubborn and inflexi- 
ble their wills are yet to ſincere Good. 
neſs and Righteouſneſs, and how vi 
gorous the Animal and bodily Lite is, 
notwithſtanding the continual contra. 
ditions and oppoſitions of Reaſon, 
and higher principles; and how ve- 
ry few of thoſe which are ſincerely 
good and righteous, to their ut- 
moſt powers , haye brought them- 
ſelves under the Divine Life, ſo as ro 
awaken in them that high and com- 
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prehenſive principle of Life and Im. 
mortality : lct him, I fy, conſider 
theſe things, and then tell me, whe- 
ther he can rationally averr , That 
the Souls of men, immediately upon 
their ſolution from their bodies, are 
carricd into thoſe degrees of happineſs 
which are competible only to Heroi- 
cally good and Virtuous Spirits, Nor 
can this enervate the force of this Ar- 
gumentation, to ſay, Thar all che fins 
which a good man is guilty of in 
this lite, proceed from his union and 
conjunion with this terreſtrial Body, 
which continually adminiſters fuel- to 
the flames of inordinate Paſſions 
and irregular Deſires and Actions ; 
and con{cquently, when he is freed 
from the 1trait and narrow Laws of 
Mortality, he will become neceſſari- 
ly Good; and it will be as impertincnt 
to pray for his emcndation, and per- 
fetion in Holincſs, as when we ſee 
the Sun leaving our Hemiſphere, to 
pray that he may riſe, and enlighten 
the world again to morrow. For, 
beſides the ridiculouſneſs of ſuppoſing 
the Soul of man, immcdiately upon 
it's rclinquiſh:ng the Body, to ariſe 
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to ſuch prodigious degrees of Santi- 
ty, and Wifdom , and Goodnels, 
that ſhe becomes an Angel, or Demi- 
god , or, I know not what tranſcen- 


* dent Being, and fo perfectly cleared, 


and purificd from all ſpots and defile- 
ments contracted in this life; as that 
glorious Eye of Heaven, the Sun, 
cannot Eſpic a blemiſh in her ; beſides 
this, I ſay, one may well queſtion , 
Whether the Soul of man will be fo 
Neceſlarily, and Fatally Good, in the 
other {tate, as the Objection ſeems to 
in{err ; ſince that ſhe is never out of the 
reach of dangcr, till ſhe hath attained 
her heavenly Body, which Chriſt, the 
rightcous Judge, ſhall beſtow upon 
her at the general Refurretion; but 
is alwayes cncompaſſed about with 
the ſame inviſible enemies, which at- 
tended her in this life; ( there being 
a mixture, and complexion of good 
and bad Spirits, as of Mankind upon 
Earth ): nor can ſhe be totally freed 
from the cxtrayagant impulſes, and 
motions of her body, though it be 
farr more. paſſive, and yielding to 
thoſe gentle impreſſes and ſtrokes ſhe 
layes upon it, to countermand it's luxu- 

riant 


| 
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riant ſollicitations to Impurity and 
Vice : Ard, though we ſhauld grant 
her to be Heroically good, ( which 
is all that can be deſired ) yet her 
own Will, the principle of her ficſ 
Rebellion and Apoſtacy, ſtill remains, 
and ſhe can have no greater ſecurity 
of her non-retrogradation, and falling 
back again, then the Angels, or ſhe 
hcr ſelt enjoyed, before her unhappy 
lapſe: ſo that even here, there is re- 
quired a timely care and vigilancy ; 
and, if the molt virtuous Perſon up- 
on Earth, may-ſtand in need of Good 
Mens Prayers, to be excited to this 
careſul induſtry and inſpe&ion over 
his wayes, then may they likewiſe in 
the other world. The Similitude 
therefore is ill applyed, from the ne- 
ceſſary, and inevitable laws of Mat- 
ter and corporeal Motion, to the 
emergent and ſpontaneous cffets of 
free Agents; for, unleſs we will make 
thoſe bright Suns of Immortality, the 
Souls of men, to be purely Mechani- 
cal Contrivances, and deſpoil them of 


- 


all liberty and innate principles, wWhere- - 


by to guide, and determine their aCi- 
ons; we cannot imagine, that their 


Apo- 
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Apogee's and Perigee's, the exceſs 
and diminution of their rayes, and 
beams of Righteouſneſs, ſhould be ſo 
fatal and determinate, as the Riſing 


" and Setting of the material Sun, which 


illuminates the World. Bur, laſtly , 
If we are to pray for nothing, which 
we are certain will come to pals 
whether we pray or no; I donot fee 
how any man can ſay thoſe Peti- 
tions, in that moſt excellent Prayer 
our Bleſſed Lord himſelf hath taughr 
us, wherein we delire, God's XX ame 


' zo be hallowed, his Kingdom to come, 


and his Will to be done; for all theſe 
things will certainly be effeted and 
accompliſhed, although we never pray 
that they ſhould : Or, what nced 
we pray , as our Church enjoyns us, 
in her compleat, and exa@ oervice 
and Office of Burial, that God would 
ſhortly accompliſh the number of his 
Ele&, and haſten his Kingdom > Will 
not ſuch Prayers as theſe, according 
to this Rule , be wholly uſeleſs and 
inſignificant > Did not Chriſt pray for 
his Apoſtles, in the dayes of his Fleſh, 
whom yet he knew certainly to per- 
ſevere, and continue faithful unto 
'P Eo p Death ? 
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Death > But I nced not multiply Ih, 
ſtances in this caſe, He that will fol. 
low therefore the dut ot Reaſon, 
which ' alone ought ro be Judge in 
this caſe, where the Scriptures are i. 
lent, muſt neceſlarily ſubſcribe ro 
this That thoſe who go out of tiis 
Body with love and afteCtion to vin 
and Vice, muſt receive 4 puniſhmert 
proportionable to the incquality and 
obliquity of their ſpirits; and be fatally 
carried to ſuch places of the Uni. 
verſc, .as are ſutable to the courſnels 
of their tempers; and, ſo on the 
contrary, That Virtuous minds ſhall 
be rewarded with fuch degrees of 
Felicity , and take up-their (tation in 
rhoic Habitations wich are moſt con- 
gruous and agreeable to ticir Na-« 
tures and Genius s; and, conſequent. 
ly, that thoſe, who have not con- 
quered their Lu'ts, nor  ſubducd 
their rebejlious Habits, but are taken 
away in the conteſt between the law 
of Sin, and the law of the Mind, that 
ts, when the man is neither wholly 
Vive to God nor Sin, bur in the in, 
rermediateſtate, carrying a Warr With- 
in him, and aRing perpetually with a 
re. 
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relucancy, and adhering ſometimes to 
the one, and then to the other Prin- 
ciple, according as the ſtrength of 
'I Natural corruption, or the auxiliaries 
tof Reaſon prevail upon him ; he muſt 


conclude, I ſay, that fuch Perſons as 
theſe, dying, cannot be immcdiately re- 
warded with the Bliſs and Glories of 
Heaven, becauſe tney have not as yet 
performed the condition upon which 
rhat Felicity is entail'd ; which is, to 
be changed and renewed in the ſpirit 
of their minds, to be purified through- 
out, and become holy as God is Ho- 
ly, partaking of h.s Nature, and be- 
coming in all things conformable to 
the Holy Jeſus, as to a perte& and 
compleat Copy of all Virtne and 
Righteouſneſs; Nor will the Goad- 
neſs of Almighty God, whoſe Spirit 
is alwayes taking hold of every heart, 
that retains any capacities and diſpoli- 
tions for the reception of it's own 
Nature, fruſtrate ſuch auſpicious be- 
ginnings , but rather cheriſh and fold 
them , like a tender mother, in it's 
loviag arms, tll it bring them to that 
due perfeQion, which alone can ren- 


der them the proper ſubjes of Im- 
« ee IMNOore 
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mortality and Litc, Ir will follow 
then, that ſuch as theſe (and ſuch 
are the greateſt part of mankind ) arc 
fit and adcquate objefts of our Pray. 
ers; Nor can the ſmall, and only con. 
jeQural knowledg which we have of 
the ſtate of ſeparate Souls, make us 
ever. a Whit the more remiſs in per. 
forming theſe exerciſcs ( which are the 
only ones we can ſhew ) of love 
and Charity to our departed friends, 
if 'we re-mind our felves of what I 
before hinted , and ſhall now further 
protccute ; viz. That the unfallen Anr 
gels, and the Spirits of good and holy 
men, departed this life, and all juſt pcr. 
{ons upon Earth, who are daily breath. 
ing after, and aſpiring to the highcſt 
pitch of a Chriſtian life, are one Polity, 
Society,or Corporation, which reacheth 
from that Bleſled and Glorious Seat of 
Majeſty, which we more eminently call 
Heaven, to this Globe of earth, wherc- 
on we live; ſo that, all thoſe iater- 
mundane Spaces are repleniſhed with 
ſcyeral ranks and orders of inviſible 
Agents, who are, as the benign+«eye; 
of God, bcholding the adminiſtration 
of the atfzirs of the Earth, and proteCt- 
ing 


OW 
ach 
are 
ay- 
on. 
of 
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ing the ſincere lovers of tzuth from 
the? tyranny and invaſion of the Airy 
Principality ; and there is no need we 

ould fancy them beyond the Stars, 


a when they haye quitted theit bodies ; 


— 


where all that they can do ( if haply 
they can attain ſo much), is, to be 
compaſſionate SpeQators of our Calami- 
ties, being unable to afford the leaſt 
rclicf or ſuccour , but look upon them 
as nor. farr diſtant from us, where they 
may not only behold the ſeyeral tranl- 
actions of men, but really affiſt and 
abette their innocent and pious attempts 
after the divine life ahd Natute, And 
the tnore good and purified they are 
from the contagion of mortal concre- 
tions , the more compaſſionate and be- 
hign InſpeQors will they be of humane 
affairs and more concerned in theit 
behalf for their adyantage and wel- 
fare, 

Having thus farr diſcourfed from 
the reaſon of the thing it ſelf I may caſt 
in the ſuffrage of the antient Fathers 
of the Church , to let you ſee the Senſe 
of Antiquity , that prayers for the dead 
were in uſe even in the early dawning 
a3S it were of Chriſtianity: Terialliar 
da 
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de CoroneMilitis , hath theſe Words , 
Oblationes pro defunttis, pro natalitits, 
arntua die facimus, And,in_ his Book 
de Monogamia ; Pro antma ejus ( nempe 
maritt Yorct, & refrigeriam interim ad- 
poſtulet ei, & in prima Reſurreftione 
conſortium ; & efferat annais diebus dor- 
mitionts ejus, Damaſeen. Orat. defuntta. 
' Ou 346 evcnra voy Ws iy 36 THT ViveugHhmnx os, Xg I 
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Sce likewiſe Dzonyſ. Arcepeg. de Ec- 
clifiaft. Hierarch, (mihi) pag. 147, 148. 
Saint An#ir likewiſe, in the ninth 
Book of his Confeſſions, chap. 12. and 
13. fects down atlarge the prayers he 
made” for his mother Monica, and her 
hizsband Patric rr. 

And if any yet dcfire further Telti- 
mony lct them conſult the antient Li- 
turgics of the Church, where are ſet 
down .particular Forms of Prayer for 
the dead; for ſuch I mean who decea(- 
ed in the Communion of the Church: 
Nec ullus invenitar (fayes the learned 
Grotits) alicugus authoritatts Seriptor,qus 
& mori contradixerit, St, Chryſoſtome 

likewiſe 


(STI) 
likewiſe in Hom:l, ad Pop. eAntiochen, 
ad Hom, 3.in Epiſt, ad Philipp. as hcis 
cited by Cafſander in his Conſultat.: p. 
239. afhrms- that this Form que £&c- 
clefia omnibus ſuis membnts im Chriſto qui- 
eſcentibus locum nefrigeris,  & quietis,.'&: 
pacts poſtulat , was of Apeftolical infti- 
tution., And although, ſayes he p; 240: 
it were not agreed upon by all, In 
what ſtate the Soul was after her 
departure. from the body; Omnes 
zamen hoc offcium, ut teftrmonium cha- 
THatis erga deſunitum , & ut profeſſio- 
nem fidet de immortalitate Animarum & 
future Reſurreftione, Deo gratum & Ec- 
cleſae utile eſſe judicarunt. Adde to this 
( which, in ſuch acaſe as this may have 
it's weight ) that our bleſſed Saviour 
coming into the World to amend and 
corre&t the manners of mankind , and 
to introduce a Religion which ſhonld 
be Univerſal over the whole world , 
did, as it were on purpoſe to gratifie 
both Jews and Heathens , as well re. 
tain Whatever was good: and laudable 
in cither of their Religions , as expunge 
whatever was uſeleſs or of a bad con. 
ſequence; . and yet we never find ci- 
ther in the Hiſtory of the Goſpels, 
F 2 ©L 
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or in any credible Author, that ever 
he reprehended that cuſtome of pray- 
ing for the Dead, which was in uſe 
even at his coming into the world 


25 the anticnt Talmudick Form, com. * 


poſed as it's thought by the Jews ia 
their Babylonian captivity, and that 
Apochryphal Writer of the ſecond 
Book of Magcchab. chap, 12. uffi- 
ciently teſtine. And Calvin himſelfe 
Inflic. 3. c. 5. confeſſes that Prayer 
for the dead was in uſe above a 
Thoyſand three Hundred: years ago. 
Thoſe two places, Eccleſaft. chap. 
11,%.3, and Apocalyp/. chap. 14. 13, 
tome make uſe of tQ prove thay 
Men immediately upon the difſolu. 
tion of their Sou's from their bo. 
dies go immediately either: to Heaven 
or Hell, and therefore our prayers 
are impertinent becauſe their ſtate 
whatever it be, is fixed and irrever- 


—_ 


fible ; belong; little ro that purpoſe. | 
As for the firſt, the words of which | 
are thele, 1f rhe clouds . be full of 

rain , they empty themſelves wpon the | 


earth; and if the Tree fall toward the dowth 


r 


or 4oward the North, inthe place where | 


the Tree falleth , there it ſhall be; it hath 
| 4 no 


| tions; for {0 xires fignifies, 
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no relation to this purpoſe , but pro: 
perly belongs ro the caſe of Charity, 
as Caftellio hath noted : Dum abnnaas 
largire. CMortuus largirt non poteris , 
ut lapſa arhor jam nequit is quan 
velit partem ferr:. 

The other likewiſe as little pro- 
motes their Deſign, if we look well 
into the words , which are theſe, 
Bleſſed are the dead which aye in the 
Lord, from henceforth , yea ſaith the 
Spirit , that they may ret from their 
labours , and their works do follow 


' them :; which verſe mult have a con- 


nexion with the precedent, «9 wac- 
Hari 761 dia im Here is the patience of 
the Saints, namely, in holding con- 
ſtantly the profeſſion of the faith in 
the midſt of thoſe Perſecutions which 
ſhould ſhortly come upon them ; 


; upon which” occaſion the Spirit of 
| God accounts them happy who die 
| «mpn, quickly, for they hear no more 
; the voice of the oppreſfor , but are 
, taken away from the evil to come, 
| and reſt from their labours , that is, 


are freed from troubles and perſecu- 
A like 
ſpeech, is that Zccleſ. 4, upon men- 
tion 


., ”»* 
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tion of the oppreſiors, and the n 
comforter , it followes v. 2. Whey 
fore 1 praiſed the dead that ave alvea 
I dead. Thus Sir I have at !aſt finiſhe 
_ that; Tack you impoſed upon me. ; 
Y the performance of which I ſhall « 
ſteem / my ſelf infinitely gratified , 
by it you will pleale to accour 
me, 


Str, 


Jv, 25. Yours &c 
1665. 
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